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. Cary T. Hutchinson, an Electrical En-
. . gineer, Selected by Commissioner
Monroe, Under the Direction of the
- Mayor, to at Once Draw Plans for a
Building.
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City Administration, Aroused by The
Evening World’s Exposure of the
Shameful Acts of the Extortioners, Is
Using Its Entire Power to Crush the
Ring and Afford Relief,

Mayor Low started right in to-day on the work of fight-
ling the gas combine by establishing a city lighting plant.
Acting under his direction, Robert Grier Monroe, Com-

\ missioner of Water Supply, Gas and Electricity, employed
Cary T. Hutchinson, an electrical engineer, of No. 56 Pine

* street, to draw plans and estimate the cost of the plant.

This is the first real move in the fight against the greed, the extortion

-and the arrogant tyranny of the combine, and the whole power of the
- administration is committed to it. The city plant once established, there is
hope that private consumers may be freed from the grip that makes them
bow to the demands of the Trust or sit in darkness.

ROUSED TO ACTION BY EVENING WORLD.

The city authorities have been roused to action by the stories of bru-

i tal outrage of private rights and insolent robbery of householders, month

!in and month out for years, which have been told for a week past in The
. Evening World.

: The bitter murmurings and complaints which have been made in pri-
.vate by the three and a half millions of people dependent for their light
on whims of a lighting combine controlling practically every gas and elec-
tric plant in the five boroughs of the greater city have been in vain. The
gombine answered appeals for justice, for fair play with indecent, insulting
[Brevity until the community, driven beyond mere private complaining, has
ixisen to public clamoring and stirred the authorities to action.

‘The transportation companies have recently learned a lesson of the
power of the public when once it rises to exert it, and their grip and greed
;nw: not been commensurate with that of the lighting combine.

T'0 FIGHT WITH DETERMINATION.

Now that the outbreak has come the force of the explosion will be
ﬁu greater for the feeling is more bitter, and with three -illions and a half

- of citizens embittered by the abuse of years indignantly and unitedly de-
manding the clipping of the combine’s claws, it must look well to its “priv-

fleges” of the past, .

The campaign was started yesterday by a letter from Commissioner
to the Board of Estimate setting forth officially the extortion of

fhe combine as practised on the municipality.
' Commissioner Monroe’s letter furnished absolute proof that in every
‘orough of the city the gas combine is in control and that the lighting
. posts two and three times as much per light as is expended for similar

~ purposes in other municipalities.
€ITY PLANT THE ONLY REMEDY.

“  When this letter had been read Comptroller Grout said: “Municipal

—h o .,

. 'fguie-..p Is then the only solution and the city’s safeguo-d.”” I agree
‘B w. _ 4" said the IMayor, and the other members of the board nodded in

- wsent.

ey “Yes,"” said President Swanstrom, “let us do as Detroit did, and es-
! A a municipal plant. That will prevent extortion.”

“l am certainly in favor of establishing a municipal electric lighting
plant,” repeated the Mayor, “in view of what Commissioner Monroe has

» -

“Ye's. and I can back up every word of my statement to this board
by facts and figures,” declared Commissioner Monroe,

The board voted unanimously on the resolution, appropriating $1,000
to pay for the services of the expert who is to report on the plans for
- the municipal plant.

The Mayor declared that he would personally draw up to present to
the Legislature a bill asking that the Board of Estimate and Apportion-
menf be empowered to build the plant and extending the Commissioner’s

(' g in the matter of le!'ing contracts,

. GROUT FOR CITY OWNERSHIP.

it Comptroller Grout, when seen to-day, declared he was in favor of
' Commissioner Monroe's proposal that the city construct and maintain its
- pwn plant for lighting the city.

“I have always been in favor of municipal owneship,” said Mr. Grout,
*Mr. Monroe's suggestion is a good one. The city must do something,
The prices we are now paying are exorbitant and the only real method of
yelief to my mind seems to be in municipal ownership.”

. Just what the Board of Estimate will do with the recommendation
of Commissioner Monroe that the city reject all the bids of the various
lighting companies is uncertain. If the board should decide to do this the
- ¢ity would be probably placed in the position of private consumers and
“might be compelied by the lighting companies to pay for city lighting at
‘ordinary consumers' rates.”
"“QXTRAOR'DINARY!” GASPS TRUST OFFICIAL,
. * " When President Gawtry, of the Consolidated Gas Company, was
- seen by an Evening World reporter to-day he had just finished reading
.~ Commissioner Monroe’s letter to the Board of Estimate and Apportion-
 ment. .

“Of course we will issue a statement,” he said. “Such extraordinary
- figures as are presented in Commissioner Monroe's letter demand a reply.
- The figures are really extraprdinary; but before the Commissioner can
e answered by our company we must make an investigation. But we

Cwilk make reply.  When? Oh, I can't just say,” and President Gawtry,

J

o rep ting" ks:nuthing more about “extraordinary figures indeed,” returned
e ol .

¢ Gas stocks declined in the market to-day, Consolidated Gas d
egu poipts and Brooklyn Union § points, v g

. MONROE GIVES PROOF OF
'THE BIG LIGHTING TRUST.
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S TRUST BY BUILDING ITS OWN P

COMPTROLLER GROUT,

CITY OFFICIALS WHO AGREE IT IS TIME TO CURB GAS MONOPOLY
AND WILL HELP PETITION THE LEGISLATURE TO OBTAIN RELIEF.

CITY OFFICIALS DENO

I will assume the responsibility of having legis-
lation passed in favor of an electric light plant to be
owned by the city and which will supply the streets
and municipal buildings with light.

—MAYOR ILOW,

I heartily favor the immediate steps for the ac-
quisition by the city of its own lighting plant. We
have taken the first step. There is no retreat now.

—PRESIDENT C. V. FORNES,

of the Board of Aldermen:

([ ==

MAYOR LOW,

HOW NEW YORK IS ROBBED AND
OTHER CITIES SAVE MONE

WHAT NEW YORK PAYS FOR ELECTRIC LIGHTS.

Open arc lamps, 2,000 candle power —....... yessonsessanp renees-$146.00
Inclosed arc lamps, direct current, low tension .. ..........
Inclosed arc lamps, 900 candle POWEr .. .....ccoeciceuncadatnn
Double arc lamps of 200 candle power €ach.........ccceua cobas
WHAT OTHER CITIES PAY FOR SIMILAR LIGHTS.
Chicago, 2,000 candle pOWer. ... c.cceucccnccaccace cacancnmnan
Detrolt, 2,000 candle POWer......ccccccccccacccccccanne snanas o
Allegheny, Pa.; 2,000 candle pOWer. - ccvceoe comecccncccrnnanan G
Jacksonville Fla.; 2,000 candle power ..........ccccecemnea deabe
Evansville, Ind.; 2,000 candle power ... . ...cociececcceanan b
WHAT IT COSTS NEW YORK FOR GAS.
Open-flame burner, 22 candle power (in Manhattan) ....... PEEE- 145
Other boroughs, 20 to 25 candle power ... .. .. ....... $16.00 to
Mantle burners (Manhattan). .. ... .o oo . e commmciccnnnnn e
Double mantle burners (Manhattan) ...... coceooaooooooan chone
Other boroughs, mantle burners, single ... . ... ....... agls
WHAT OTHER CITIES PAY FOR GAS.
Wilmington, Del. (lowest) ... coooo s .os,
I’ .2 Haven, Conn. (highest) ... caeeaaann BpRp—
Average price for ten cities, including repairs _..........

UNCE THE HOLD-UP METHODS PRACTISED BY
THE GAS COMBINATION, '

Iong ago. 1he ecity must

saving which in a few yea
of the plant. The city no
monopoly.

This is a matter that should have been taken up

lighting monopoly and have its own lighting plant.
—COMPTROLLER GROUT.

The city should own its own lighting plant.
can supply its own light not only cheaper, but at a

—COMMISSIONER ROBERT GRIER MONROE.
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throw off the yoke of the

It

rs would pay for the cost
w is in the grip of a huge

2 _J

formal consolidation the territory has bheen apportioned. In the Borough
of Manhattan both illuminants have been absorbed by ‘a single corporation,
and there is no rivalry even between producers of gas and producers of

electricity.
“The Consolidated Gas Company of New York controls all the gan

and electric light facilities in the Borough of Manhattan, as well as all
gas and electric light facilities in the more important sections of the
Borough of the Bronx. As far as gaslight is concerned, not only doen
the price remain fixed, but all improvement in the utilization of gas in
retarded.

“A wide extenslon'of street lamps provided with incandescent mantles is
greatly needed. By this method the same consumption of gas produces three
times the illumination given by the open burner. It costs Chicago $2.40 a
year additional for a lamp with an incandescent mantle. It costs the
Borough of Manhattan §11.50 additional, and for the same fmprovemeut we
must pay $15 a year in Brooklyn.

HIGH BIDS ALI, AROUND.

“The Consolidated Gas Company agrees to furnish the ordinary street
lamp with open gas burner at $17.50 per year, and its bid for gas lamps with
mantles is $29 per lamp per year. Neither the Standard Gas Light Company
nor the New Amsterdam Gas Light Company (both controlled by the Con-
solidated Gas Company) bids for incandescent gas lights. Both agree to
furnish the ordinary gas lights for much less than $17.50—the Standard for
$13.04 1-3 per lamp per year and the New Amsterdam for $12.

“Their bids are for such lights as are or may be on the line or lines of
their mafns. These comparatively low bids are induced by restrictions in
their charters; but the city is virtually prevented f[g_m getting the benefit
of these lower bids as far as incandescent or mantle lights are concerned.
If it is desired to substitute on a Standard or New Amsterdam lamp an incan-
descent burner for the ordinary open burner, it {8 necessary to transfer the
lamp from the mains, or, to speak more accurately, from the books of one of
those companies to the books of the Consolidated Gas Company, paying, of
course, the latter company’s price,

“No independent gas company in any district has bid against another
independent gas company; no independent electric light company has bid
against another independent electric light company. In the entire five bor-
oughs there have been no opposing bidders for supplying the same class of
light to the same district—unless we may consider the Welsbach Company,
which has put in a bid, bu’ higher than that of the Consolidated Gas Com-
pany, for its own Welsbach mantle lights,

WANTS CHARTER AMENDED.

“I tkerefore, recommend that Section 530 of the Charter be s0 amended

that the Commisgioner of Water Supply, Gas and Electricity may make such
contracts without public bidding and for a term of not exceeding three years

when authorized by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment, If these
amcncinents he passed the Doard of Estimate and Apportionment can con-
sider all questions relating to the cost of manufacture and distribution of the
suppiies nnder consideration and contracts fair to both parties can be en-
tered into,

“] nave called your attention to the fact that the mantle or Incandescent
g light {8 a great improvement over the old open burner. Electricity is
tho illuminant, however, of the greatest importance for public lighting.
Sixty per cent. of our entire appropriation for this year, or about $2,000,000,
will be expended for electric lights,

“In the borough of Manhattan the price bid for a 2,000-candle-power
lamp is $146, The price in Brooklyn for a 1,200-candle-power lamp is $124,50,

] have secured from sixty-eight cities throughout the country the
prices paid (o the various elec'ru\llum compaunies for supplying these
cliles with 2,000-candle-power lamps, and the average price is $585.60,
In twenty-three other citles using 1,200-candle-power lamps the avers
age price s §81.08,

“The combination which now imposes exorbitgnt prices upon New York
is formidable, but to my mind its strength is :nore apparent than real.

“On Dec. 24, 1887, Chicago placed in operation its first municipal lighting
atation, and on Dec, 24 last completed its fifteenth year of municipal owner-
ship and operation of an electric lighting system. For the year 1802 the
tot-l cost per lamp of 2,000 candle power per year is stated by it to be $63.51.

WHAT CHICAGO HAS DONE.

“*The city of Chicago alsp publishes a repcrt showing all that has been
expended for construction and operation of its electric-light plant from 1887
to 1902, It has cost that city during sixteen years $3,400,663. The total
amount rented electric 1ights would have cost Chicago for the corresponaing

period is $3,535,875.

tricate questions of bookkeeping.
the cost of its electric plant, which in
construction.
power.
“Detroit has also a municipal plan
cost of a 2,000-candle-power lamp for
“I belleve that New York with

Whether reasonable prices can be
is for you to determine,

plant for street lighting in case later
the public so to do.

I do not know that Chicago gives us the most success-
ful example of municipal lighting, but their statement does not {nvolve in-
It does show that Chicago has earned

cludes the cost of considerable subway

The plant at present provides 4,640 arc lamps of 2,000 candle

t. In a report dated June 30, 1902, the
Detroit is given at $63.82, )
its own plant could provide electric

lighting for public uses at a cost much below what is now charged the city.

obtained from private companies or

whether the city can with better results maintain and operate its own plant
I do, however, urge th:t legislation be immediately
asked and that you be given the power to establish and maintain an electrie

you decide that it is in the interest of
“R. G. MONROE."”

MORE COMPLAINTS FROM
VICTIMS OF THE GAS TRUST.

Overcharged consumers of gas in this
city have by no means exhausted their
complaints. In the letters herewith pub-
lished are mentioned several new forms

of oppression.
Just One Example.
To the BEditor of The Evening World:

Will you please print this complaint
in your paper as a good example of the
robbery of the Gas Trust?. January bill
$8.40, whereas February's blll was $1.

M 8
Nothing RAut Complainta.
To the Bditor of The Evening World:

The gas company says It recelves no
vomplaints, does it? Every one of the
many people I have recently spoken to

bill has been more than doubled In the
last few months, There's no doubt in
my mind that the gas company officlals
and directors are robbing the people
mercilessly, You will be entitled to
great commendation If you cen put a
chéck upon the gas corporations’ cu-
pldity’ and criminality, I have thought
that the gas question ought to be made
an issue In the next and succeeding
campalgns and candidates compelied to
declare themBelves In favor of legisiation
for say 50 cent gas and official super-
vislon untll some substantial relief s
had. Keep up the good work. G. H. E.
How Would You Like Itf

To the Editor of The Evening World:

How would you lilke to be the gas

man? Most people think he has a light
job because he wears a uniform and is

always out in the open air, but it lan't
such & nice job as it ls cracked up to
be. Now, here are & few [facts con-
cerning the Indexers. The Iindexer's
galury a few years ago was $8.60 a
day, but to-day they get from §.60 to
$2 a day.

When the Indexer gets his book It
will take in both sides of One Hundred
and Thirteenth street from Fifth ave-
nue to the East River. He is allowed uil
215 P. M. to finish, He has to look at
500 metres, 1If he can't finlsh his book
on Ume he will guess at the Indexes
just to get in on time, for It he ls late
he gets lald off for a week.

AN OLD GAS MAN
State Inspection s Farce,
To the Editor of The Eyening World:

I, for one, am thankful you are put-
ting forth efforts to check the unjust
oharges of the gas companies. It s time
this matter s righted.

Finding my bllls have nearly doubled
while using the same number of burners
and no lucrease in size of tips, | ap-
pealed to the New Amsterdam Gas Com.

pany for redress, and was told: "You

SHIPWRECKED MEN IN PORT.

Crevi’ot Bark Ararat Lost on Cuban
Const Brought by Ward Liner,
The Ward line steamer Esperansza,
which arrived to-day from Havana,
brought nine shipwrecked peamen, The
men were the crew of the Norweglan
bark Ararat, which went ashore near
%aga, Cuba, Feb. 22, and became a
total loss. The Ararat was from Dela-
goa l‘a'l via Barbadoes, for Juearo,
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The Best Medicine Is

about it declares he is belng robbed, MY[

ecan't help yvourself,
to do about 1t?"

| then applied to the Btate Inspector
for justice, and paid the littlz charge of
i cents and was told by his repre-
sentative the matter would have ‘‘prompt
attention.” Several days passed, when
the New Amsterdum Gas Company's
men came and removed the meter, re-
placing it with a new one, which regis-
tered still more than the old one had
done, notwithstanding we used fewer
 burners than previously.
l After a few days more I recelved a
| printed slip from the State Inspector
staling he had tested my meter and
found it perfectly correct. -
There is no use applying to the Btate
Inspector when he allows the gas com-
pany to handle the meter before he does
(and then sanctions thelr charges.
| What good is the Stale Ins_ ector under
| these conditions? JUSTICE.

A REMARKARLE CASE.

BROOKLYN LADY
Cured of Consumption After She
Was Given Up to Die.

*“My physician in Uronklsn ordered me
to change climute, as 1 ha counumpum%
They seut me to PFarls, but the chauge dl
me bo good.

*1 had ubscesses and cavities in my lungs,
and [ gradually became emaciated, and no
one thought that I could live.

extreme
r

What are you golng

“That terrible cough and my
weakness gradually grew upon me. Fo
one year I was an invalid. At pight they
had to vroT we up in bed with plliows, as |
could hardly breathe. My luugs palued me,
I ralsed from my lungs qua tities of matter
nrnkeglwllh blood, and my tamlly gave e
up o 0.

M‘Ur. Mandel, the noted French speclalist,
advised me to take the Koch inhalation
| treatment, at 48 West 22d 8t.,, New York

“Kuowing that death stared

face and that there was no hope for a cure

by ordinary treatment, I called on the
| och doctors, who told me that they h
cured cases 85 bad as [ was. As | had the
pames and addresses of cured patients, I
investigated and found that the cures were
genuine, [ therefore began to breathe into
juy luugs those healing, olly vapors of the
Koch treatment,

“In less than thirty days I could see an
'1 rovement. In three months [ was as
well as ever.
| . *1 will prove to any one who will write me
how truly T have spoken in this testimoniar
doctors at 48

and how these great Koch

| 'West 224 St., New York, cured me whea
| everything else falled '’
RS. WM, HALL,
792 President 8t., Rrookipe.
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TIMETRIED 925
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NERVURA
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VALUE PROYED Bot!

A Half Million People :

Wrote Me and Got Well.

And I took the entire risk.

They simply gave me their addresses and stated which
book they needed.

That is all I ask of you. t

I will then mail you an order on your druggist for six '
bottles Dr. S8hoop's Restorative. You may take it a month
on trial. If it succeeds, the cost is $5.50. If it falls, I will
plady ltthe druggist myself. And your mere word shall de-
cide it.

I have the records of nearly 550,000 sick ones who have
accepted that offer. They were all difficult cases—some' of
them desperate. People don't write me about mild attacks.
They buy one or two bottles, get well, and I never hear
from them. Yet 39 out of each 40 who secured those gix
tottles paid for them gladly, because they were cured. 1

Cn Jan. 11, 1908, I published in the Chicago pttg:ﬂ the
names and addresses of one thousand people in t g
alone whom I had cured of chronic diseases in just
past gix months.

I need not tell you that no other remedy ever made 8
record like that. And no other remedy for chronic diseases
could be supplied on an offer like mine, without ruining the
man who made it. i

The reason for it all is that my Restorative strengthens . . =
the inside nerves. It brings back the power that operates

' the vital organs. It is the result of my lifetime’s work.

Common treatments fail because they aim to doctor the
organ that {s weak, and such results at best are but tems i3
porary. - A wu; organ must have more nerve power, just -
as a weak engine must have more steam. And that is all

trat is needed—all that medicine can do.

CUT OUT THIS COUPON,
For we all resolve to send for something, but for-
get. Mark the book desired and mail this with
your name and address to
Dr. Shoop, Box 740, Racine, Wis.

Book 1 on Dyspepsia. Book 4 for Women.

Book 2 on the g:urt_ Book 5 for Men (sealed).

Book 3 on the Kidneys. | Book 6 on Rheumatism.
Mild cases, not chronic, are aften cured by one or

two bottles. At all Druggists.

Read To-Day’s Home
FOR TO-MORROW’'S HOUSE-HUNTING,
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